
Share Huge Files Easily with Firefox Send
When you want to send someone a large file – more than
about 10 MB – email probably won’t do the job. Many email
systems limit the size of a single email message to 10 MB or
not much more. So what can you do if you need to send
something bigger?

The answer is Firefox Send, a recently revamped and
relaunched free service by the people who bring you the
Mozilla Firefox web browser. Using Firefox Send, you can
send someone a file of up to 1 GB (1024 MB) in size, or, if
you sign up for a free Firefox Account, up to 2.5 GB.

Here’s how it works. You start by visiting send.firefox.com,
which takes you to the page pictured above. When you
arrive, either drag-and-drop your large file(s) into the box
at the left or click the Select files to upload button to choose
the file(s) from a standard dialog.

The box then changes to show the file(s) you’ve chosen to
send (and you can still add more by clicking the Select files
to upload button again).
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Next comes the clever part. Rather than leaving your file
languishing online forever, Firefox Send deletes it after a
certain number of downloads or a particular time period.
Alongside Expires after, choose the maximum number of
downloads you’ll allow (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 20, 50 or 100) and the
maximum time your file should remain online (5 minutes,
an hour, a day or 7 days). In the example below, the file I’m
uploading will be removed after a single download or one
day, whichever occurs first.

Finally, click the Upload button to upload your file (which
may take a few minutes if it really was a huge one!). That
takes you to a final page showing a long, complicated link
to your file. Click the Copy link button to copy this link to
the clipboard.

You can now compose an email message to the person (or
people) with whom you want to share this file and paste the
link into it. The recipient(s) can click the link to download
the file you’ve uploaded.

Firefox Send isn’t the only way to share huge files, but it’s
certainly quick and simple. It has one extra benefit, too:
your file is encrypted as it leaves your PC and remains so
until it arrives at the recipient’s PC. That makes it a secure
way to share small-but-private files with someone, safe in
the knowledge that they can’t be intercepted by anyone else
– even Mozilla themselves.
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Is BT Threatening to Cut Off Your Phone?
Spare a thought for the scammers of the world: business
clearly isn’t good just lately. In the good old days, they could
phone people at random, claiming to be calling from
‘Microsoft’ or, more vaguely, ‘your computer support
department’ and often they’d be believed.

They could spin a ludicrous story about how they were
monitoring your PC and noticed it was being infected with
viruses at an alarming rate. If you seemed to believe this,
they could direct you to a worryingly technical-looking list
in Windows and claim that this showed all those viruses.

Having convinced a great many people by this point, they’d
offer to remove these ‘viruses’ for a fee and walk you
through the process of taking your payment and then
allowing them to connect remotely to your PC. Having done
that, they’d have a nice rummage through your files to find
useful information, and install some real viruses and other
malware to help keep the money coming in and ensure your
troubles were just beginning.

These days, too many of us are familiar with that scam, and
the poor old scammers were apparently spending too much
time telephoning no-hopers. So they’ve started doing
something new. They now pretend they’re calling from BT
and, to save themselves time, they use a recorded message.
The gist, spoken by a pleasant-sounding female, is: ‘We’re
going to cut off your landline tomorrow morning. If you’re
happy for this to happen, simply hang up. To speak to an
advisor, press 1 now.’

Press 1 and you’ll be connected to a scammer who’ll explain
that your landline is being used to download viruses to your
PC, this can’t be allowed to continue for the good of the
Internet at large and thus you must be cut off… unless you’ll
pay me to fix it. (I’m paraphrasing, of course.) While it’s fine 
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to pity the poor old scammer, forlornly waiting by his phone
for someone to press 1, don’t be taken in by the familiar,
absurd story!

Quickly Maximise or Restore a Window
The time-honoured way to maximise a window is to click
the middle button of the group of three at the right of the
window’s title bar. And to restore a maximised window you
click the same little button again. It works, but it’s fiddly.
Try these methods instead:

•   Using the mouse: move the
pointer to the title bar, but
away from that group of three
buttons at the right, and
avoiding the icon at the far left. That still leaves you a
big target to aim at. Anywhere between those two areas,
just double-click to maximise the window to fill your
screen, and double-click again to restore it to its former
size and position.

•   Using the keyboard: press the key combination +
to maximise the window you’re using, or press
to restore an already-maximised window. (Alternatively

Pressing + if the window is already restored will
minimise it to the taskbar.)
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