
Set Your PC to Display Your Photos in a
Slideshow When Idle

When you haven’t used your PC for a few minutes, there
are several things it might do. It might put itself to sleep,
or it might switch off your monitor. Or one rather
forgotten thing it might do is to start a screensaver.

Windows comes with a handful of screensavers, and one
of these, imaginatively named Photos, fills your screen
with a slideshow of all your digital photos. In this
article, I’ll explain how to set up and use this Photos
screensaver. I’ll also show you how you can start it
whenever you like with a quick double-click on a
desktop icon.
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This article shows you how to:

� Choose between the screensavers on your PC

� Set up the Photos screensaver to display your photos

� Start the Photos screensaver whenever you like from a 
desktop shortcut
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Who Needs Screensavers These Days?
In times gone by (and we’re going back a good few years), a
screensaver was a vital part of your computer’s setup. As the
name suggests, its job was to protect your screen from ‘burn-
in’, an effect whereby an unchanging image on the monitor
would start to etch itself into the screen.

If you left your PC for more than a few minutes, and thus
didn’t move the mouse or touch the keyboard, the
screensaver would spring into action. In the old days, the
screensaver would simply blank the screen, turning it black,
but as computers became more powerful these dull
screensavers became more exotic, displaying moving images
and animations.

In recent years, though, screensavers have largely been
forgotten. That’s for two reasons. First, modern screens are
far more resilient, so burn-in is less likely. Second, in our
newly energy-conscious world, Windows is now set to turn
off your monitor after a period of idleness rather than to
start a screensaver.

Screensavers are now more for enjoyment than anything
else, but that’s no reason not to use one. If your PC is in a
room where you frequently see its screen even when you’re
not actively using it, a screensaver presents something far
more attractive than a blank screen! And what could be
better than having this screensaver display a continuous
slideshow of all your digital photos – effectively using your
PC as a digital photo frame when it’s not in active use? 
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Screensavers
used to be
essential

Now they’re
largely forgotten

But they’re more
enjoyable than a
blank screen!

If you do decide you’d like to have a screensaver start
when your PC is idle, you’ll want to prevent Windows
from switching off your monitor – or at least delay its
doing so until your PC has been idle for longer. You can
find out how to do that in the Q&A section of update 6/20. 

!
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Find Your Way to the Screensavers in
Windows
As I mentioned, Windows comes with a little bundle of
screensavers and you can find them all in the same place –
a single dialog where you choose which screensaver to use
and set it to work as you want it. Let’s start by finding our
way to this dialog.

Windows 10:

Windows 8.1 or 7:
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Find, choose 
and set up a
screensaver

Choose your
screensaver

:

:

:

1.  Right-click a blank space on the desktop and choose
Personalise from the context menu.

2.  This opens the Personalisation page of Windows 10’s
Settings app. Left of the window, click on Lock screen.

3.  At the bottom of the page, click the words Screen
saver settings.

1.  Right-click a blank space on the desktop and choose
Personalise from the context menu.

2.  This opens Control Panel and takes you to its
Personalization page. In the bottom-right corner of
the window, click the words Screen saver.

1.  Open the drop-down list and choose a screen-
saver you’d like to use (or at least try). If you ever
change your mind about using a screensaver, you
can choose (None) from this list.

1

Now, whichever version of Windows you use, you’ve arrived
in the same place: the Screen Saver Settings dialog pictured
on the next page. Here’s how you use it:
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Adjust settings,
if there are any

Set a delay time
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2.  The little ‘screen’ above shows a small preview of
how your screensaver currently looks. If you’d like
to try it out at full size, click the Preview button
and the screensaver will fill your entire screen. To
stop it, move the mouse or press any key on your
keyboard.

3.  The screensaver you’ve chosen might offer some
settings you can change to customise it, so click the
Settings button and see what happens. If
settings are available, they’ll appear in another
dialog; if not, you’ll just see a ‘No options’ message
box.

4.  Alongside Wait , choose how long your PC
should be idle before the screensaver starts up. The
choice is yours, but 10–15 minutes is fine – anything
shorter might start to get annoying.

5.  Finally, click OK to close the dialog. If you leave the PC
idle, without moving or clicking the mouse or pressing
a key on the keyboard, for the time period you’ve
chosen, your screensaver will start automatically.
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Set the Photos Screensaver To Work as 
You Like
My suggestion, of course, is to use the screensaver named
Photos, it can be found using the drop-down list 

. Having done that, click the Settings button and
you’ll see the dialog pictured below, where you pick from a
small number of options:

You probably keep all your photos in your Pictures folder,
and that’s where the screensaver is looking for them. If you
keep them in a different folder, click Browse and select
that folder.

Next, choose how long each photo should remain on your
screen before the next appears by choosing Slow, Medium
or Fast from the drop-down list : the options correspond
to roughly 12 seconds, 6 seconds and 3 seconds respectively.

Lastly, I recommend ticking the box beside Shuffle pictures
. This way, the screensaver will display your photos in

random order rather than always showing them in the same
sequence.

Click Save and you’re done: you can click Preview to
make sure you’re happy with the speed of the slideshow, and
click OK to close the dialog.
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Configure 
the Photos
screensaver

Choose the
folder containing
your photos

Pick a slideshow
speed

See photos in a
random order
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Start the
slideshow
whenever you
like

Locate the file
PhotoScreen-
saver

Create a desktop
shortcut to it

Photo Slideshow on Demand: Create a
Desktop Shortcut
That’s got your photo screensaver set up and working, and it
will leap into action of its own accord whenever you leave
your PC untouched for the period you chose. But perhaps
you’d like a bit more control – a way to start it whenever you
like, as soon as you’re stepping away from the PC for a while?

If so, you can create a shortcut to it on the desktop and start
the screensaver with a quick double-click. Here’s how:

1.  Press + to open File Explorer (aka Windows
Explorer in Windows 7).

2.  Click This PC or Computer at the left, if necessary,
so that you can see the icons for your PC’s drives,
and double-click the icon for your hard drive, named
C:.

3.  Double-click the Windows folder, and inside this,
double-click the System32 folder.

4.  This folder contains a vast number of files, and you
want to find the one named PhotoScreensaver. A
good way to do that is to press the key, which
gets you down to all the P’s – or, if you’re nimble
with the keyboard, press p h o in quick succession
which gets you closer still.

5.  When you find the file named PhotoScreensaver,
right-click it, move the mouse down to Send to and
choose Desktop (create shortcut).

6.  A shortcut to this screensaver appears on the desktop
(which you can rename however you like), and you
can close the File Explorer window. In future,
whenever you fancy seeing a slideshow of your
photos, just double-click this icon. 
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