
Windows 7 Bows Out: Are You Ready?
Are you still using Windows 7? If you are, it’s time to start
pondering your next move. Why? Because in a few short
months, on 14th January 2020, Microsoft officially stops
supporting Windows 7.

As you’re no doubt aware, Microsoft has been steadily
releasing updates for Windows 7 via the Windows Update
feature ever since its release in 2009. For the last few years,
however, those updates have been to fix security flaws only
– there have been no solutions for other problems with the
system and no new features or modernisations.

That’s no great surprise, of course. With Windows 8 and then
Windows 10 on offer, why would Microsoft hand over new
features for free to Windows 7 users?

In January, however, even those security updates are coming
to an end. That will leave your PC stuck in something of a
time-warp: Microsoft will stop looking for security problems
and they won’t be fixing problems reported by anyone else.

Why does this matter?

To get one thing straight, Windows 7 isn’t going to stop
working all of a sudden, so in theory you could go on using
it for years to come. In practice, though, it’s not quite that
straightforward:

•   You’ll be at greater risk of a malware infection. The
world’s criminals also know Microsoft won’t be fixing
any more security problems, so they’ll pore over
Windows 7 with renewed enthusiasm to see what flaws
remain and try to take advantage of them. That makes it
an increasingly risky proposition.
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•   Hardware and software will gradually become more
difficult to find. Once Microsoft stops supporting an old
version of Windows, other companies expect its use to
drop off sharply and they too stop supporting it. 

That leaves you with a decision to make. Do you carry on
using Windows 7 regardless, or do you stop?

What are your options?

If it’s any consolation, you’re not alone! Windows 10 has
only just overtaken Windows 7 as the most widely-used
version of Windows, and a good 37% of PC users are facing
the same question. They, like you, really have two options:

•   Keep using Windows 7. If you do this, you need to keep
yourself protected. Stop using Internet Explorer and
switch to a web browser that receives regular updates,
such as Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome; make sure you
keep backup copies of your personal files; ensure you
have good, constantly-updated anti-virus software
installed. And accept that over time you won’t be able to
use new technologies, software and hardware (including
updates to your existing programs) that others can.

•   Switch to Windows 10. That’s going to cost you some
money, but it gets you up-to-date and future-proofed. If
your PC is relatively new, you could upgrade to Windows
10 Home Edition for around £80. Of course, that’s £80
that could be put towards the better alternative – a newer,
more capable PC with Windows 10 already installed. If
you’re currently shackled to a desk, perhaps this is your
opportunity to switch to something light and portable?

There’s no great panic yet – you still have a few months –
but it’s a good time to get your thinking cap on!
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Liven Up Google Chrome with a 
Colourful Theme
If you use the Google Chrome web browser, do you get tired
of the same old look each time you see it? If so, the Chrome
developers have just released a collection of colourful
‘themes’ to brighten up the browser.

Start Chrome and visit the address tinyurl.com/pcks
ChromeThemes where you’ll see the collection of 14 themes.
Click one to see a screenshot of how your Chrome window
would look with this theme installed. If you like it, click the
Add to Chrome button at the top-right of the window and
it will be put into effect within seconds.

Not keen now you see it in action? Just go back and click a
different one instead. Or, for a greater range of themes, open
the Category drop-down list at the left and choose All.

Chrome only ever has one theme installed at a time, so
whenever you feel it’s time for a change you can come back
here and pick a different one. Or, to remove the theme you’re
using and go back to the plain window, click the ‘Customize
and control’ button at the far-right of Chrome’s toolbar,
choose Settings, and in the ‘Appear-ance’ section click on
Reset to default.
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Quickly Select a Large Number of Files 
in a Folder
Here’s a situation you might run into once in a while. You’ve
opened a folder containing a large number of files, and you
want to select the majority of them – not quite all – to delete
them or to copy or move them somewhere.

The traditional approach would be to select them all
carefully, skipping the few you don’t want to select. But
there’s a much quicker and easier way.

Start by selecting the files you don’t want to delete, copy or
move instead – in other words, select the few ‘wrong’ files.
When you’ve done that, follow the appropriate step below
for your version of Windows:

•   Windows 10 and Windows 8.1: on the Home tab of the
Ribbon, in the ‘Select’ section at the far-right, click the
Invert selection button.

•   Windows 7: press the         key on your keyboard (just
to the left of the space bar) to display the menu bar, then
open the Edit menu and choose Invert Selection.

What this does is to deselect the few files you just selected
and select all the others – exactly the result you wanted, but
without all that tedious clicking!
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