
Photo Editing and Effects for Windows 10
and 8.1 with Adobe Photoshop Express

Photos don’t always turn out quite the way you
imagined. Too light or too dark, a bit wonky, the subject
is lost in a swathe of background, or the subject has
unnatural red eyes caused by the flash.

For professionals, there’s the famous and expensive
Adobe Photoshop to solve problems like these. For the
rest of us, there’s Photoshop’s little brother, the free
Photoshop Express. Read on to learn how to use
Photoshop Express to improve your digital photos.
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This article shows you how to:

� Get up and running with the free Photoshop Express

� Carry out essential editing on your photos

� Add artistic touches with ‘Looks’ and ‘Borders’
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How to Install Adobe Photoshop Express
Photoshop Express specialises in quick fixes for your photos.
Some of these are as quick as a single click: there’s even a
nifty Auto Enhance button which can work wonders for a
disappointing photo when you switch it on. For many of the
rest, the most complicated it gets is a slider which you drag
left and right to adjust levels of contrast, brightness, colour
or effect until you’re happy with the result.

Better still, you’re never committed to changes you’ve made.
An Undo buttons lets you reverse your last change, and you
can keep clicking this button to undo all the changes you’ve
made. And when you come to save the picture, it even
suggests a slightly different filename to avoid overwriting
your original photo.

Photoshop Express is only available from the Microsoft
Store, limiting it to Windows 10 and Windows 8.1 users. 

Simple photo
editing

Easily undo
unwanted
changes you’ve
made

Install from the
Microsoft Store
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If you’d like to install it and give it a whirl, follow the
appropriate steps for your version of Windows below:

Windows 10:

Whenever you want to start the app, you’ll find it in the ‘A’
section of your Start menu, as ‘Adobe Photoshop Express’.

Windows 8.1:

P 377/3
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Find it on the
Start menu

1.  Open the Start menu and start the Microsoft Store app.
2.  Click in the Search box at
the top of the Store window
and type photoshop. In the
drop-down list that appears,
click on Photoshop Express.

3.  This takes you to Photo-
shop Express’s own page in
the Store. At the top of this
page, click the large Install button. Within half-a-
minute or so (depending on the speed of your Internet
connection) you’ll see a notification that Photoshop
Express has been installed, and you can close the
Microsoft Store window.

1.  Press the key to go to the Start screen, type the
word store and click the Store app that appears in
the search results.

2.  Click in the Search for apps box at the top of the
Store window, type photoshop and press .

3.  Among the search results (and quite likely the first
result) you’ll see Adobe Photoshop Express. Click
that item to go to Photoshop Express’s own page in 
the Store.

Enter

:

:
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You can pin it to
the Start screen

Step through 
the intro

Sign in…

…or sign up for
a free Adobe ID

The main
window: open 
a photo
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4.  At the top of the window, click the Install button.
Within half-a-minute or so (depending on the speed
of your Internet connection) you’ll see a notification
that Photoshop Express has been installed, and you
can close the Store window.

Whenever you want to start the app, you can find it by
going to the Start screen and clicking the circled arrow at
the bottom of the screen to enter the 'All Apps' view. (You
might like to right-click its icon in the All Apps view and
choose Pin to Start to make it more accessible.)

Starting Photoshop Express for the 
First Time
The very first time you start Photoshop Express, there are a
couple of things to deal with. The first is a quick five-step
introduction to some of the app’s features: click Next to
work your way through these, and finally Get started.

As it turns out, though, you’re not getting started quite yet.
First you have to sign into the app, and you’ll see a choice
of ways of doing this. You can sign in using a Facebook
account or Google account if you have either of these – just
by clicking the obvious buttons – or with an Adobe ID if
you already have an account with Adobe.

Alternatively, click Sign Up to create a free Adobe ID. This
requires you to enter your email address, first and last
names, a choice of password, and your country. It also wants
to know your date of birth, which strikes me as far beyond
the realms of reasonableness: if you agree, feel free to invent
one! Finally, click Create account and you’re done.

Having signed in, you arrive at the main window which
initially contains just two huge buttons: ‘Pictures Library’
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and ‘Camera’. These allow you to either open a picture to
edit or take a picture with the webcam connected to your
PC (if it has one). In future, this is what you’ll see each time
you start the app.

Click on Pictures Library: this opens a standard dialog
showing the contents of your Pictures folder: select any
photo you want to edit (or, for now, simply experiment with
as you learn the ropes) and click Open.

Finding Your Way Around the Window
You’ve just opened a photo, so the window will now look
much like the screenshot on page 2. Let’s have a look around
and see how it all works, starting with the toolbar running
across the top. 

Undo: click this to undo the last change you made to
your photo. Each click undoes the previous change, so you 
1

If you want to open a different photo, click the arrow
in the extreme top-left corner of the window. This takes
you back to where you were, letting you click Pictures
Library again and select a photo to open.

One fixture on this toolbar is the ‘Try Photoshop Elem-
ents’ button. It won’t go away, but it’s best ignored: it’s
encouraging you to try another of Adobe Photoshop’s
siblings, but one that costs money.

The main toolbar

Undo changes

1 2 3 4 5 6
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could make multiple changes, then click this multiple times
to work your way back to your original, unedited image.

Redo: if you click Undo and realise your photo actually
looked better before, use Redo to reapply the change you
just ‘undid’.

Auto Enhance: this is the basic one-click fix I
mentioned earlier. Click this and it examines your photo
and applies corrections and fixes it believes will make it
look better. If you’re not keen on the results, you can click
the same button again to switch it off (now, or at any time
during your editing).

Viewing Original: click this whenever you want to see
your original, unedited photo (perhaps to make sure you
really have improved it), then click again to return to the
copy you’re editing.

Zoom: if you click this, a slider appears which lets you
zoom in on the photo, or back out again – useful when
you’re using the two detailed tools, Spot Heal and Fix Red
Eye (which I’ll explain later). More simply, however, you
can hold the key and roll the wheel on your mouse to
zoom in and out.

Save/Share: click this button and choose Save from
the menu when you want to save your edited photo. A
standard Save As dialog appears, and you’ll notice that
Photoshop Express suggests saving the photo with the same
name as the original plus the word _edited tagged on the
end, helpfully ensuring you won’t accidentally replace your
original photo with the edited copy.

2

3

4

5

6

Ctrl

That leads to one extra little curiosity of Photoshop
Express: it doesn’t always prompt you to save a photo,
even if you’ve edited it. If you click the Back arrow in

Redo what
you’ve undone

A one-click fix
for photos

Compare to your
original photo

Zoom in and out

Save your 
edited photo
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Six groups of
editing tools

Some are split
into sub-groups

Now let’s turn our attention to the left side of the window,
which is the real meat of the program – the various editing
tools. These are divided into six groups, shown in the column
at the extreme left: from top to bottom the groups are Looks,
Crop, Corrections, Spot Heal, Fix Red Eye and Borders.

When you click one of the groups in this column, the tools
in that group appear in a wider column to its right. In
several cases, the tools are further split into sub-groups. To
see what I mean, click on Borders (the bottommost of the
six groups). You’ll see a BASIC heading at the top with a
chevron beside it, and this contains the basic border styles.
However, if you scroll downwards – or if you collapse that
BASIC heading by clicking it – you’ll see two more groups,
EDGES and FRAMES, and you can expand either of those
by clicking them to see what they contain.

the top-left corner of the window to open a different
photo, or if you close the app, your editing will be lost
if you hadn’t saved it.
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Use tools in 
any order

Rotate the photo

Straighten a
crooked shot

Crop freely 
to remove
background…

You can jump around the six main groups to use their tools
in any order you like. However, the first and last – Looks
and Borders – are really optional effects: they offer ways of
stylising your photos, which you won’t always want to do.
It’s the four groups in the middle you’ll use for everyday
editing.

Basic Editing: Fix Flaws in Your Photos
Let’s run through the most important of the tools in those
four groups to find out how to carry out essential editing
to a photo.

The Crop group: rotate, straighten or crop a photo
If you took the photo with the camera turned on its side or
upside-down, that’s probably the first thing you’ll want to
put right. Switch to the Crop group and you’ll see a ROTATE
section at the top containing four quick-fix buttons.

Use Rotate Left or Rotate Right to turn your photo 90
degrees anticlockwise or clockwise respectively, or Flip
Vertical to turn it upside-down.

If you took the photo with the camera tilted slightly, giving
you a wonky photo, the STRAIGHTEN tool leaps to your
rescue: drag the slider in tiny amounts to the left or right
to turn the photo a few degrees at a time. The grid that
overlays your photo helps you to see when any straight
lines in the photo are truly vertical or horizontal.

There are two reasons why you might want to crop a photo.
The first is that you want to bring its main subject to the
fore, getting rid of unnecessary background. To do that,
drag one of the corners of the grid inwards, making the grid
smaller, then drag the grid itself around until the portion of
the photo you want to keep is contained within the box.
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The Corrections group: adjust brightness,
contrast and colours

When you switch to the Corrections group, you’ll find six
sub-groups. Of these, however, it’s the first two, LIGHT and
COLOR, you’ll use most. The rest are certainly worth
exploring, and they can produce some interesting results,
but they tend to give you effects rather than fixes.

You can keep resizing and/or moving the grid until you’re
happy with the area you’ve selected.

The other reason for cropping is that you might want your
photo to be a particular size, such as 7x5 inches for printing.
If so, you’ll find a range of presets under the ASPECT RATIO
heading: click one of these and the grid will be resized to
that width-by-height ratio. Once again you can make the
grid larger or smaller by dragging one of its corners, and
you can drag it around until it outlines the portion of the
photo you want to keep.
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…or crop to a
preset size

Adjusting colours
in your photo
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Tweak the
lighting…

…and the 
colour tone

Zoom in

Adjust the brush
size as needed

Click a spot to
blur it out

Start by 
zooming in
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The LIGHT section is where you can adjust the levels of
exposure, contrast, highlights and shadows, and adjust the
strengths of whites and blacks in the photo. You can skip
back and forth between these tools to adjust one, then
another, then fine-tune the first some more, until you’re
happy with the result.

The two most useful tools in the COLOR section are
Temperature and Saturation. Temperature lets you adjust
the warmth of the colours, ranging from cold (blue) at the
left to warm (yellow) at the right. Saturation adjusts the
strength of colour in the picture, from greyscale (colourless)
at the left to rather garish at the right.

The Spot Heal group: remove blemishes

This is a simple tool to repair small flaws in the photo such
as specks of dust on the lens (or, of course, to improve
someone’s complexion!). It’s a good idea to zoom in on your
photo (see page 6) and scroll it around as needed so that
you can clearly see the blemish you want to remove.

Next, drag the Brush size slider left or right to check and
change the size of the area that will be affected when you
click the blemish. As you drag the slider, you’ll see a circle
in the middle of the photo that gets larger or smaller: set
the circle to roughly the same size as the blemish.

Having done that, just click the blemish and the speck will
be blurred out with pixels of the surrounding colour.

The Fix Red Eye group: recolour red eyes

This is another simple tool to quickly repair the so-called
red-eye effect caused by the camera’s flash reflecting off
the blood vessels at the back of the eye. As above, start by
zooming in so that you can see the eyes you’re working on
clearly.
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Next, select either People or Pets, according to whether it’s
a person’s eyes or an animal’s eyes you’re fixing. Finally,
just click each eye in turn and you’re done. You don’t have
to be particularly precise about the clicking: as long as
you’re somewhere in the vicinity of an eye, the app will
work out exactly where it is and recolour it.

Get Creative with ‘Looks’ and ‘Borders’
Along with the four groups of traditional editing tools, there
are two extra groups, the first and last in the column of
icons at the left of the app. If you use these at all, you’ll
tend to turn to them when all the other editing is done and
you fancy adding a stylistic touch.

The first group is ‘Looks’, and Photoshop Express is mighty
proud of this, giving it pride of place at the top of the
column. When you click on Looks, you’ll find seven sub-
groups, between them containing around 100 different
‘looks’ for your photo.

Click an eye to
recolour it

Add stylistic
touches to
photos

Around 100
different ‘Looks’
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A ‘look’ is essentially an effect or filter that gives your photo
a stylised appearance – for example, making it sepia,
turning it into an old-fashioned vignette, or (in the POP
COLOR sub-group) turning it black-and-white but with a
single colour retained.

You can’t combine two or more Looks in a photo: when you
click on a Look, it takes the place of whichever Look you’d
clicked on previously. Each Look has a slider, and when you
click a Look you’ll find that slider in the centre (it’s set to
100 on a 0–200 scale): if you like the effect of a particular
Look, use the slider to fine-tune the level of that effect.

Lastly, there’s the Borders group: click on this and you’ll
find three sub-groups containing about 30 different edgings
and frames for your photo. There are no sliders to deal with
here: you click a border to try it, and you either like it or
you don’t. (Although Adobe is clearly proud of the ‘Looks’,
these Borders strike me as far more imaginative and
useable.) Once again, you can only choose a single border:
the one you clicked is the one you keep unless you either
click a different one or use Undo to remove the frame.

Select a look and
adjust its level

Choose a border
or frame for
your photo
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