
Windows 10: What’s New in the
Spring Update?
Microsoft is busily putting the finishing touches on the latest
Windows 10 ‘feature update’, due to be released in the next
month or so (although, as always, it may take several months
longer to reach you).

We don’t yet know its name: April 2020 Update seems
likely, but it may become the May 2020 Update. However,
we do know it will be Windows 10 version 2004. That’s not
to be confused with the year 2004, which makes it sound
very old-hat: as always, it’s based on the last two digits of
this year (‘20’) and the month in which it was completed
(April, or ‘04’).

The previous update, version 1909, was a miniature affair
which did little more than a bit of polishing behind the
scenes. The new one is another full-size update, and we’d
normally devote a whole article to the various changes it
brings, but this time there’s no need: there really isn’t much
to get excited about!

Here’s a quick run through the most notable changes you’ll
find in version 2004 when it lands on your PC: 

•   Optional Windows updates: the various updates you
receive for Windows 10 aren’t all strictly necessary, but
Windows has always installed them anyway, sometimes
leading to problems. Now, those optional updates will be
separated from the rest and presented in a list, letting you
choose what to install and what to ignore. (A general tip
is to ignore them all, unless you’re having a problem with
your PC and one of them looks as though it might help.)
You can find your way to this list in the Settings app by
clicking Update & Security, then Windows Update, then
View optional updates.
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•   Type conversations with Cortana: at the moment, if you
want to ask Cortana a question you need a microphone.
In the coming update, Cortana has been redesigned to
look like a chat program (or the text messaging app on
your phone) to let you type a question or request and read
the response. Also like a chat program, your previous
conversation is stored, so you can open the Cortana
window at any time and review past conversations.

•   Better desktop layout for convertible PCs: a convert-
ible PC is a laptop with which you can remove the
keyboard (or flip it round behind the screen) to create a
tablet. In the past, Windows 10 would put you into
‘Tablet Mode’ when you did this, which hasn’t proved
popular. Now you’ll remain in the same ‘Desktop Mode’
but with some helpful changes: the taskbar buttons are
spaced out for easier tapping with a finger, as are the
buttons on File Explorer’s Ribbon, and an icon for the
touch keyboard appears near the clock.

•   Rename virtual desktops: if you use the virtual desktops
feature (by pressing + and clicking New
desktop), you can now give your desktops their own
names by clicking a name (such as ‘Desktop 1’) and
typing something better.

•   Disk Cleanup won’t empty your Downloads folder:
following complaints from users who found they’d lost all
their downloaded files after using Disk Cleanup, the option
to clean up your Downloads folder has been removed.

•   Change text cursor thickness and colour: if you
struggle to see the flashing text cursor while typing, you
can now change its thickness and even its colour. You’ll
find these new options in the Settings app by choosing
Ease of Access followed by Text Cursor. 
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Save a WordArt Creation as a Picture
Using Microsoft Word, Excel or PowerPoint, you can create
colourful banner headlines using a feature named ‘WordArt’,
found on the Insert tab of the Ribbon. The one drawback to
WordArt is that it’s only available in those Microsoft
programs. What if you want to use a WordArt creation
elsewhere – in an email message, perhaps, or a desktop
publishing program?

The solution is to save your WordArt as a picture file which
you can then include in any program that accepts pictures.
Here’s what to do:

1.  Use Word, Excel or PowerPoint to create and fine-
tune your WordArt in the usual way.

2.  When you’re happy with the way it looks, click
somewhere on the dotted border surrounding the
WordArt.

3.  Now right-click somewhere in
the middle of the WordArt and
choose Copy from the menu.
This copies your WordArt to the
Windows clipboard as a picture.

4.  Now you have a choice. You can open the email
message or desktop publishing project you’re
working on and paste the picture into it by pressing

+ . Alternatively, save the picture to your
PC: open a picture-editing program and paste the
picture into it, again by pressing + , then
save the picture to your hard disk (ideally as a ‘PNG’
or ‘BMP’ file, not a ‘JPEG’ file). The WordArt picture
will then be available to use in any program you like. 
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Ctrl V

:

WA4_T&N.qxp_April 2020  07/02/2020  11:27  Page 5



Sign into Windows Automatically
If you’re the only person who uses your PC, perhaps you
find it rather irritating that you have to click your name
and/or type your Windows password every time your
computer starts. If you’re sure your PC can’t be used by
anyone who shouldn’t be using it, you can bypass this step
so that you’re signed into Windows and taken straight to
your desktop automatically every time the PC starts. Here’s
how to do that:

Just be sure to run your Windows password through your
head every so often to ensure you don’t forget it now that
you’re not typing it so often! If you ever want to undo this
change, repeat the first two steps and then replace the tick
you removed in step 3.
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1.  Press the key combination + to open the
Run dialog, and then type this: netplwiz

2.  Press the key or click OK and you’ll see the
dialog pictured below.

3.  Remove the tick beside Users must enter a
username and password to use this computer and
then click the OK button at the bottom of the dialog.

4.  Another dialog will appear which prompts you to
enter your Windows password twice. Do that and
click OK and you’ve finished. 
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