
Use this Free Browser Extension to
Remove Irritating Ads from Web Pages

If there’s one thing that spoils your web browsing, it’s
advertisements. They add nothing positive to the exper-
ience, and yet they slow you down, they get in your
way, and they give large companies the opportunity to
track your movements online.

But you don’t have to put up with them! The solution
is to install a so-called ‘ad blocker’, and the best-known
is Adblock Plus. Read on to find out how it works and
how to install it and use it for your own web browsing.
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This article shows you how to:

� Browse web pages faster and safer without ads

� Install the free Adblock Plus in your web browser

� Disable Adblock Plus on certain websites if needed

The Windows Advisor   April 2021

•   How Adblock Plus Makes Your Web Browsing Better ...    

•   Install Adblock Plus in Microsoft Edge .......................    

•   Install Adblock Plus in Google Chrome .......................    

•   Install Adblock Plus in Mozilla Firefox .......................    

•   Install Adblock Plus in Internet Explorer ....................    

•   Still Too Many Ads? Get Rid of Those as Well! ...........    

•   Override Adblock Plus on Sites that Don’t Allow It ....    

W 090/2

W 090/4

W 090/5
W 090/6

W 090/8

W 090/9

W 090/13

W 090/1Web Browsing: Private and Ad-Free with Adblock Plus 

WA4 W090.qxp_April 2021  04/02/2021  15:30  Page 51



How Adblock Plus Makes Your Web
Browsing Better
Advertisements have become the scourge of anyone who
uses the World Wide Web – which, of course, is most of us.
At almost any website you visit, there are banner ads across
the top, more ads down either side, and ads slotted in
between paragraphs of text.

You start to read a web page and another ad pops up over
the text, forcing you to look for an x or Close button in order
to get rid of it and continue reading. Click the wrong thing
and you’re suddenly looking at a completely different web
page. And when you’ve successfully dodged these mine-
fields, you click a link in the page and yet another advert-
isement appears in a new window or an extra tab.

But those annoyances are just the beginning:

•  Many ads are animated, much like a video. They’re
designed to catch your attention, but all that movement
on the page is very distracting when you’re trying to read.

•  Some ads play sounds too – they have background music,
sound effects or a voiceover – again designed to attract
your attention. However, assuming you can work out
which ad it is that’s making all the noise, you’ll rarely
find a ‘mute’ button: all you can do is put up with it or
leave the web page.

•  In some cases, the ads try to trick you into clicking them.
If you arrive at a web page intending to download a file,
you’ll often find numerous ‘Download’ buttons: only one
of these is the one you want; the rest are ads. Likewise,
some advertisements are designed to look like warnings,
claiming that your PC is infected with malware, or that
some item of software has to be installed or updated, and
encouraging you to click them to sort out this fictitious
‘problem’.
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Ads smother
most web pages

More ads pop up
unexpectedly

Animations
distract you
from reading
Music and
voiceovers can’t
be turned off

Some ads try to
fool you into
clicking them
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Ads cause web
pages to load
more slowly

Ads are used to
track you online

Clear benefits 
to removing
those ads

The free Adblock
Plus will do that
for you

Just install 
it and forget
about it!

•  The sheer weight of all these advertisements slows down
your web browsing. On some web pages, over 80% of
the data being downloaded to your browser is ads. If you
could get rid of the ads, web pages could load in a
fraction of the time they currently take. (In addition, if
you have a ‘metered’ Internet connection which limits
how much data you can download each month,
removing those ads will reduce your chances of over-
shooting that limit.)

•  Many of those ads are used to track your movements
around the Web and construct a profile of your tastes
and habits. On popular websites, many of the ads you
see are supplied by the same handful of companies: if
you visit five websites and the same company has placed
an ad on each, that company learns a lot about where you
were, how you got there, and what you were looking for.

The benefits of removing ads from web pages are clear:
fewer distractions and irritations, less chance of falling for
tricks and hoaxes, faster web browsing, and much-reduced
opportunities for advertising companies to track you. But
how do you get rid of those ads?

The solution is a free accessory for your web browser named
Adblock Plus. It’s a type of program known as an ‘extension’
or ‘add-on’ which adds extra features to your browser. You
don’t have to start it yourself (indeed, you won’t even find
it on your Start menu), you simply open your web browser
and Adblock Plus starts working automatically.

In fact, you don’t have to do anything at all. With Adblock
Plus, you really can just install it and forget it. You won’t
be aware it’s there, but every time your web browser starts
to load a web page, Adblock Plus has a look through the
page’s code, strips out anything it recognises as an advert-
isement, and then allows your browser to fetch and display
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1.  At the far-right of Edge’s toolbar, click the …
(‘Settings and more’) button and choose Extensions
from the menu.

2.  On the ‘Extensions’ page that opens, click the button
marked Get extensions for Microsoft Edge.

3.  On the next page, click in the ‘Search all add-ons’
box, type adblock plus and press .

4.  Now you’ll see the results of your search, and you’ll
notice that there are various extensions available
whose names contain variations on the word
‘adblock’. Look through the list to find the right one:
the one named ‘Adblock Plus’ with the red-and-white
‘ABP’ logo that looks like a Stop sign. When you find
it, click the blue Get button to its right.

Enter

5.  After a couple of seconds, you’ll see a pop-up box
at the top of the page: in this box, click on the Add 

the rest. You just sit back and enjoy the benefits of faster,
more-private, less-distracting browsing!

Adblock Plus is available for the four most popular web
browsers – Microsoft Edge, Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox
and Internet Explorer – but since each browser is different,
the methods of installing it also vary. Over the coming pages,
I’ll give you the steps to follow in each of those browsers.
(And, of course, if you use two or more of these browsers,
you’ll probably want to install Adblock Plus in each of them.)

Install Adblock Plus in Microsoft Edge

It works in 
Edge, Chrome,
Firefox and IE

Click the 
Get button
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    extension button to confirm you do want to install
this extension. 

6.  Wait a few more seconds while this extension is
downloaded and installed into Edge, and then a
couple of things will happen. First, a new tab will
open showing a web page that says ‘Installation
successful!’. Second, you’ll see that an Adblock Plus
button has been added to Edge’s toolbar. 

7.  You’ve finished, and you can close the browser tabs
that opened along the way and carry on surfing just
as you always do, but without all those distracting
ads to slow you down and wind you up!

1.  At the far-right of Chrome’s toolbar, click the three-
vertical-dots button, move the mouse to More tools
and choose Extensions.

2.  At the top-left of the ‘Extensions’ page that opens,
click the hamburger button (three horizontal lines),
and at the bottom of the panel that appears, click on
Open Chrome Web Store.

3.  On the next page, click in the ‘Search the store’ box,
type adblock plus and press .

4.  Now you’ll see the results of your search, and among
them (probably right at the top ) you’ll find Adblock

Enter

Install Adblock Plus in Google Chrome
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The extension 
is installed

Search for
‘adblock plus’

:
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Add it to 
Chrome

Put an icon for
ABP on the
toolbar

    Plus with its red-and-white ‘ABP’ logo that looks like
a Stop sign. Click its name or its logo.

5.  This opens a web page devoted to Adblock Plus,
which you can read if you choose to. At the top-right
of the page, click the Add to Chrome button.

6.  After a couple of seconds, you’ll see a pop-up box
at the top of the page: in this box, click the Add
extension button to confirm you do want to install
this extension. 

7.  Wait a few more seconds, and a new tab will open
containing a page that says ‘Installation successful!’.
However, at this point, you can’t yet see the Adblock
Plus button on Chrome’s toolbar, and it’s useful to
have, so let’s put that right. Click the jigsaw-puzzle
icon on the toolbar and in the pop-up panel that
opens, click the pin icon beside Adblock Plus. That
puts the ‘ABP’ button on the toolbar, and you can
press to close the pop-up box.

8.  You’ve finished, and you can close any tabs you no
longer need and carry on surfing exactly as you
always do – but without all those irritating ads to
distract you!

Esc

1.  At the far-right of Firefox’s toolbar, click the Open
menu (three horizontal lines) button and choose
Add-ons.

Install Adblock Plus in Mozilla Firefox

:
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Click the
Adblock Plus
item

Add it to 
Firefox

Adblock Plus 
is installed

2.  At the top of the page, click in the box labelled Find
more add-ons, type adblock plus and press .

3.  Now you’ll see the results of your search, and among
them (probably right at the top ) you’ll find Adblock
Plus with its red-and-white ‘ABP’ logo that looks like
a Stop sign. Click its name.

4.  This opens a web page devoted to Adblock Plus,
which you can read if you choose to. Near the top of
the page, click the Add to Firefox button.

5.  After a couple of seconds, you’ll see a pop-up box
at the top of the page: in this box, click the Add
button to confirm you do want to install this add on.

6.  Wait a few more seconds while this add-on is
downloaded and installed in Firefox, and then a
couple of things will happen. First, a new tab will
open showing a web page that says ‘Installation
successful!’. Second, you’ll see that an Adblock Plus
button has been added to Firefox’s toolbar and a
pop-up box appears. In this box, tick the option
labelled Allow this extension to run in Private
Windows, then click on Okay, Got It.

Enter
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Choose to ‘Run’
this program

Allow Internet
Explorer to 
be closed

7.  That’s it – you’ve finished, and you can close the
browser tabs that opened along the way and carry
on surfing just as you always do, but without all
those distracting ads to spoil your browsing.

: 1.  Type the address adblockplus.org into Internet
Explorer’s address box and press .

2.  On the web page that opens, click the large green
buttons that reads Agree and Install for Internet
Explorer.

3.  You’ll see a box at the bottom of the window asking
whether you want to ‘Run’ or ‘Save’ the file you’re
downloading. Click on Run.

4.  After a few seconds, when the file has downloaded,
you’ll probably see a security prompt from User
Account Control: click on Yes.

5.  Next, because Internet Explorer is still open, you’ll
see the message pictured below, asking if you’d like
to close Internet Explorer. Click the Yes button.
(Rather unnecessarily, you may then see another
message asking if you’d like the installer to close IE
for you. If so, click Yes again.) 

Enter

Install Adblock Plus in Internet Explorer
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6.  The Internet Explorer window closes and you’ll see
the ‘Adblock Plus for IE Setup Wizard’ window. In
this window, click the Next button, then the Install
button. The installation only takes a matter of
seconds: when it’s complete, click Finish.

7.  Now start Internet Explorer again. Shortly after its
window appears, you’ll see the prompt pictured bel-
ow at the bottom of the window: Internet Explorer
has noticed that the Adblock Plus add-on has been
installed and wants to know whether you’d like to
switch it on and allow it to be used. You definitely
do want to do that, so click the Enable button.

8.  Now close Internet Explorer, wait a few seconds to
be sure it really has closed, and then start it again.
When it starts, you’ll see your usual home page, but
you’ll also see an extra Internet Explorer window
confirming that Adblock Plus has been installed. You
can close this second window (by clicking the x
button in its top-right corner) and you’ve finished:
carry on browsing websites as usual, and enjoy a
refreshingly ad-free experience!

Two steps 
to install
Adblock Plus

Tell Internet
Explorer to
enable this 
add-on

Restart Internet
Explorer

Not every ad 
is removed

Still Too Many Ads? Get Rid of Those 
as Well!
Whichever web browser you use, the final stage of the
Adblock Plus installation was the same: you arrived at a
web page confirming that the installation was complete. If
you paused to read that page, you’d have noticed that
Adblock Plus doesn’t try to remove every single advertise-
ment from every web page.
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Non-intrusive
ads still remain

You can remove
those too if 
you choose
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Its mission is to encourage websites to display only unob-
trusive ads: those that don’t use videos or animations, don’t
play sounds, don’t pop up unexpectedly, and so on. The
reason for this is straightforward: many websites rely on
their income from advertising to stay afloat, just as most TV
channels and radio stations do.

According to Eyeo, the company behind Adblock Plus,
three-quarters of its users are content with this approach.
However, that still leaves a quarter who would prefer to see
as little advertising as possible on web pages, and perhaps
you’re among them.

If so, there’s a little tweak you can make to Adblock Plus’s
settings which tells it to remove those less-obtrusive ads as
well. Just follow the appropriate steps below for your web
browser.

Microsoft Edge

1.  Right-click the Adblock Plus button on Edge’s tool-
bar and choose Extension options.:
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Choose your
preferred option
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2.  In the ‘Acceptable Ads’ section of the page that
opens, you’ll see you have two options. A good
choice is to tick the box beside Only allow ads
without third-party tracking, to get rid of a few
more privacy-invading ads while leaving other
unob-trusive ads in place. However, if you really do
want to get rid of as many ads as possible, remove
the tick beside Allow Acceptable Ads instead.

3.  As soon as you do this, you’ll see a pop-up that asks
you to take a survey to explain why you’ve chosen
to do this. You can take the survey if you wish, or
more simply just click No thanks.

4.  You’ve finished, and you can use this tab to carry on
browsing elsewhere.

1.  Right-click the Adblock Plus button on Chrome’s
toolbar and choose Options.

2.  Follow steps 2 and 3 above and you’ve finished.

Google Chrome

1.  Right-click the Adblock Plus button on Firefox’s
toolbar and choose Manage extension.

2.  At the right of the page, click the … button and
choose Options. 

Mozilla Firefox

:

:
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Display Internet
Explorer’s 
status bar

Open Adblock
Plus’s settings

3.  Now follow steps 2 and 3 on the previous page and
you’ve finished.

1.  Can you see the status bar at the bottom of the
Internet Explorer window, containing the ‘Zoom’
buttons and Adblock Plus’s
own ‘ABP’ button? If you
can’t, right-click above or beside the tabs at the top
of the window and then click on Status bar on the
menu that appears. This displays the status bar, with
its ‘Zoom’ and ‘ABP’ buttons, at the bottom of the
window.

2.  Now click the little ‘ABP’ button on the status bar
and choose Settings on the menu that appears.

Internet Explorer

:
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Close this
window

Some sites 
won’t work with
an ad blocker
switched on

3.  This opens an ‘Adblock Plus Options’ page in a new
Internet Explorer window. In this window, remove
the tick beside Allow some non-intrusive advertising.

4.  Finally, close this second Internet Explorer window
by clicking the x button in its top-right corner and
you’re done.

Override Adblock Plus on Sites that 
Don’t Allow It
For the most part, as I mentioned, you can now just forget
all about Adblock Plus and enjoy your new-found speed,
privacy and clarity. However, you’ll find that some websites
you visit try to put a spanner in the works.

These websites feel (with some justification) that since
they’re not charging you for the content they’re producing,
they should be allowed to make money from advertising,
and they can’t reliably do that if everyone is using an ad
blocker. So, shortly after you arrive, a pop-up appears saying
that they want you to disable your ad blocker on this
website. (They know about your ad blocker because a simple
piece of code in the page checks whether a particular ad is
visible on the page or not. If it isn’t, that can only be because
you’re using something that has blocked it from appearing.)
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If you are asked to disable your ad blocker, the question is:
how determined are you to read this web page? If you really
are determined, you have no choice. However, with Adblock
Plus, it’s easy to do (in Edge, Chrome and Firefox at least)
and you’re only disabling it for this particular site.

In those three web browsers, just click the Adblock Plus
button on the browser’s toolbar and on the panel that
appears you’ll see a circular blue button to the right of the
website’s domain name: click the button to switch it off, and
then, a little lower down, click the large Refresh button that
has just appeared to reload to the page. You should now
have unfettered access to this website – albeit with its ads
in place – and Adblock Plus will disable itself whenever you
visit the same site in future.

In Internet Explorer it’s not as simple, sadly. You have to
click the Adblock Plus icon on the status bar followed by
Settings, then click Manage. You then type (or paste) the
domain name of the current website into the box and click
Add to add it to the list of allowed websites. Having done that,
refresh the web page you visited by pressing the key.F5

Web Browsing: Private and Ad-Free with Adblock Plus W 090/14
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Do you want 
to read this 
web page?

Disable in Edge,
Chrome or
Firefox

Disable in
Internet Explorer

Whenever this happens, check the pop-up for a ‘Cont-
inue with ad blocker’ button, or something similar.
Some sites ask you politely to disable the ad blocker but
don’t insist that you do.
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