
Web Browsing: Switch to New Tabs
Automatically
When you’re looking for information online, or even just
idly surfing, a useful trick is to open a link in a new tab in
your web browser. By doing that, you don’t lose track of the
page you were looking at: you can read the new page and
even follow links in it, and your original page is still waiting
for you in the first tab.

It’s easy to do: you either hold down the key when
you click the link, or right-click the link and choose Open
in new tab (or something very similar – the wording varies
slightly in the different browsers).

The trouble is, although your browser creates the new tab
and opens the new web page in it, it doesn’t switch to that
tab. You’re still looking at the original page, and you have
to send the mouse pointer up to the top of the window and
click that tab.

Luckily, in three of the four most popular browsers, there’s
a way around this: you can force them to switch to new tabs
automatically. Here’s what to do: 

•     Mozilla Firefox: click the ‘Open menu’ (three horizontal
lines) button at the far-right of the toolbar and choose
Options. Below the ‘Tabs’ heading, tick the box beside
When you open a link in a new tab, switch to it imm-
ediately. Press + to close this ‘Options’ page.

•     Internet Explorer: click the ‘Tools’ (cog) button at the
right of the toolbar and choose Internet options. In the
dialog that opens, click the Tabs button. This opens
another dialog: here, tick the box beside Always switch
to new tabs when they are created, then click the OK
button in both dialogs.
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•     Google Chrome: although there’s no built-in way to
do this in Chrome, there’s a handy free extension that
does it for you. Start Chrome, visit www.tinyurl.com
/pcks TabActivate (which takes you to the correct page
in the ‘Chrome Web Store’) and click the Add To
Chrome button.

The fourth popular browser, Microsoft Edge in Windows 10,
still doesn’t offer any such option, but there’s a trick you can
use to achieve the same result. Rather than holding just the

key when you click a link, hold and :
holding these two keys tells Edge not only to open the link
in a new tab but also to switch to that tab straight away.
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Windows 10 & 8.1 Users: Get Your Old
Games Back Again!
In article W312 – Windows 10: Top Free Apps from the
Store, included in this update, we point out a distressing
truth about Windows 10: it took away the card games we
knew and loved in earlier versions! In fact, they actually
vanished in Windows 8.1 and they’ve never come back.
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Yes, there are alternatives, but… they’re just not the same,
are they?

If you miss those old games as much as I do, here’s some
good news: you can get them back! A popular website
named Winaero has gathered those Windows 7 games into
a single bundle which you can download and install in
Windows 10 or 8.1.

Start your favourite web browser and visit www.tinyurl.com
/pcksWin7Games. When you arrive, scroll down below the
first two screenshots and you’ll find a set of steps explaining
what to do. Click the link in the first step, and on the next
page click on Download Windows 7 games for Windows 10.

You’re actually downloading a zip file containing two files.
Open that zip file, click the Extract all button on the Ribbon,
then click the Extract button in the dialog that appears, and
finally double-click the file named ‘Windows 7 Games for
Windows 10 and 8’ to begin the installation. From here it’s
simple: click Next and you’ll see the list of games pictured
below. Remove the ticks from any you don’t want, then click
Install. You’ll find the newly-installed games in a ‘Games’
folder on your Start menu. 
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Word Problem: I’ve Just Double-spaced 
a Paragraph!
You’re cheerfully typing away in Microsoft Word when you
suddenly notice that wide gaps have appeared between each
line. How did that happen? Well, Word offers handy key
combinations for all manner of settings, and while that’s
certainly helpful at times, it means you can make all sorts of
accidental changes without knowing quite how you did it!

In this case, those wide gaps indicate you’ve adjusted the
line spacing of the paragraph. If you notice this as soon as
you’ve done it, a quick press of + (the ‘Undo’
function) will fix it, because it undoes the very last change
you made. But if you continued typing afterwards and then
noticed those gaps, + would undo your typing:
you’d have to keep pressing , removing more
and more text, until the line-spacing changed.

Luckily there’s a better way. You probably pressed +
(perhaps aiming for     to type a double-quote)
and that’s the key combination for double-spacing. Or
perhaps you pressed + which gives you 1½-line
spacing. Either way, another key combination fixes it: to
return to single-line spacing, click anywhere in the
paragraph and press + . 
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There’s just one catch with these games: every six
months, when Windows 10 receives a new ‘feature
update’, these games are silently deleted. That’s
annoying, but it’s not a huge problem: if you keep the
file you just downloaded, you can install them again in
a few seconds (or, of course, you can revisit Winaero
and download that file again).
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