
Steps to Protect Your Online Privacy Using the Free
Qwant Search Engine

When you open one of the leading search engines such as Google or Bing,
everything you look for online is completely transparent. Every action you
perform is logged and stored. The operators of these search engines analyse your
Internet behaviour and create a detailed profile of you based on the things you
search for while you are online. They then use this to display adverts tailored to
your profile. 

But it gets worse: the personal data that is collected is also sold to other
companies who will also proceed to inundate you with adverts. 

Put an end to this snooping and avoid using Google, Bing and other such search
engines. Using the steps in this article you’ll be able to surf anonymously and
protect your privacy. 
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With the Tips & Tricks given in this article you will be able to:

� Surf the Internet without leaving traces behind,

� Stop advertisers from building profiles on you based on the things 
you buy,

� Block websites from leaving Cookies on your computer for 
advertising purposes. 
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How the Likes of Google Spy on You
Has this ever happened to you? You’re searching for some
specific information on Google or Bing, for example, for
your next holiday in Italy. 

Days later, while surfing some completely unrelated web
page, you see various adverts for the exact same subject you
had been searching for previously: holidays in Italy. 

It’s not surprising. When you surf the Web, you leave behind
lots of traces each time you visit a website, and cookies are
stored on your computer allowing sites to track you. Website
owners can read information from these cookies to build up
a picture of exactly where you have been and your corres-
ponding interests. 

Qwant: The Alternative Search Engine
If you no longer want to be spied on by the likes of Google,
then I recommend using the Qwant search engine. It has
social media integration, for Facebook, for example, and
allows you to research online anonymously. 

How to Perform Your First Search 
with Qwant
If you want to give Qwant a try, all you need to do is open
your web browser and type www.qwant.com into the address
bar (see screenshot at the top of the next page).

Type your search terms into the main text field as you would
with any other search engine and press or click on
the magnifying glass (see screenshot at the bottom of the
next page).

Enter

Data is
collected when
you search 
the Web

Cookies are
used to track
your activities

Protect your
privacy

Search using
Qwant

View the results

S488.qxp_September 2018  02/08/2018  14:10  Page 30



S 488/3

The Windows Advisor   September 2018 31

Filter your
search results

Security: Spy-free Searching with Qwant

The Qwant search engine is fast and easy to use

Qwant presents all search results very clearly

Using the left-hand side bar, you can sort your search results.
By default, all search results are presented. 

Customise your
search settings
here

Type your search
request here

The latest news is
shown here

The search results
are shown in 
the main part of
the page

Use these icons to
restrict the results
that are returned
to a particular type
of content
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Configure your
home page

Microsoft Edge

Internet Explorer 

Set Up Qwant as Your Home Page
If you like Qwant, I’d advise that you set it up as your
browser home page, so that when you load your browser
you’ll be able to search with Qwant straightaway. How you
do this depends on the browser that you use. 

If you use the Edge browser, proceed as follows to configure
your home page: 

The Web category displays all of the search results from
general websites on the Internet. The News category
presents results that match your search terms from the latest
news articles and sources. The Social category lists all
matches to your search terms from social networks such as
Twitter or Facebook. 

In order to view results in the Social category, you may need
to register with Qwant. The Pictures, Videos, Music and
Shopping categories present results that match your search
terms from these categories.

If you use the Internet Explorer browser, proceed as follows
to configure your home page: 

: 1.   Click on the three dots in the top right-hand corner
of the browser window and select Settings.

2.   Select A specific page or pages from the Open
Microsoft Edge with drop-down menu. 

3.   Enter www.qwant.com as the address of the site
you’d like to use as your home page in the box that
opens underneath and press then close the
Settings.  

Enter
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If you use the Firefox browser, proceed as follows to configure
your home page: 

If you use the Google Chrome browser, proceed as follows
to configure your home page: 

Firefox

Google Chrome

:

:

:

1.   Go to Tools > Internet options to set your home
page (press if the Tools menu isn’t shown).  

2.   On the General tab, enter www.qwant.com as the
address of the website you would like to use as your
home page.  

3.   Click on OK to save the changes. 

Alt

1.   Open www.qwant.com in your browser. Click on the
page’s tab, and keeping the left mouse button
pressed down, drag the tab onto the home page
button in the top toolbar. 

2.   Confirm that you want to switch the home page by
clicking on Yes. 

1.   Click on the Chrome menu icon in the top right-
hand corner. 

2.   Select Settings, then select Open a specific page or
set of pages under the On start-up heading. 

3.   Click Add a new page, then set www.qwant.com as
your home page. 

4.   Close the settings page and your changes will be
automatically saved. 
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Important
settings

Additional
configuration
options

How to Personalise Your Qwant
Configuration
The Qwant interface uses a very simple and clear design. In
the top right you will see a flag icon and next to it a cog
wheel icon that allows you to configure your settings. 

If you click on the flag, you can narrow down the geo-
graphic region you would like to perform your search in. If
you want to search results in another country, click on the
flag, choose the country you’d like to search in and then
click on Save. 

Clicking on the cog wheel icon takes you to your browser
settings. From here you can configure what is displayed on
your Qwant page when you first visit the site, and activate
family filters for your search results. 

If you want to filter out adult content, for example, change
the Filter adult content from search results to Strict. 

It’s so easy to perform a search in another country
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