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The startup process on Windows can
take a long time. Disabled various
startup programs will help, but there
are ways to reduce your computer’s
boot time even more.  When your sys-
tem boots and the Windows logo
appears for a few seconds, IT experts
call that the Bill Gates’ Minute’s Si-
lence. The unnecessary appearance of
the logo delays the Windows boot by
a few seconds.  

There is a trick that you can use to dis-
able the Windows boot logo, in order
to speed up the boot process by a few
valuable seconds. Proceed as follows
to do so:

In just four steps you will have made your
PC faster, increasing its performance.

Quick Boot: Start Up without the Windows Logo

You need a clock that is accurate to the
second, but the Windows 10 clock on
the taskbar only shows the hours and

minutes. Unfortunately, there is no con-
figuration option to have the seconds
shown in Windows.

Add the Seconds to Make Your System
Clock More Accurate

With this option, your PC will
boot faster a little quicker by
omitting the Windows logo

1.   On all Windows versions,
press + , type MSC-
ONFIG and click on OK. 

R

2.   In the System Configuration
window, click on the Boot tab. 

3.   Tick the No GUI boot option. 

4.   Click on OK and re-boot your
computer. 
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Add a new registry value to enable
the seconds to be displayed in the
system clock

Apply the setting shown in this
screenshot
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When this setting is applied, Windows
will now display the seconds alongside
the hours and minutes on your system
clock on the taskbar. 

On Windows 10 versions since the An-
niversary Update you can have the
seconds shown on the taskbar clock by
making a small change in the registry.
Proceed as follows to do so:

1.   Press + , type REG-
EDIT and click on OK. 

2.   Navigate to the following key:
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\
Software\Microsoft\Windows\
CurrentVersion\Explorer\
Advanced

3.   Click on the ShowSecondsIn-
SystemClock registry value in
the right-hand window. If the
value doesn’t exist, right-click
on a blank area of the right-
hand panel and choose New >
DWORD (32-bit) Value. Name
the new value ShowSec-
ondsInSystemClock. 

4.   Next, in the ShowSecondsIn-
SystemClock key, change the
value 0 (don’t display) to 1
(display). 

R

5.   Finally, click on OK and re-boot
your computer. 
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The # Client Connections column
shows the number of users that are
connected to the shared folder

If you have a small home network with
folders shared from your computer
that other network users can access,
you will probably want to be able to
check if anyone is accessing these
shared folders. 

After updates are installed on your PC,
you often have to re-boot your com-
puter for the changes to take effect.
When you re-boot your system, any-
one who is connected to a shared folder
will have the connection dropped. 

Before re-booting your computer it is
a good idea to check who is accessing
your shared folders, so that you can
warn them:

You will now have an overview of all
the people accessing the folder.

Check Who is Accessing Your Shared Folders

Some devices don’t work properly fol-
lowing Windows installation, and
sometimes you need to replace a de-
fault driver with a driver supplied by a
device manufacturer. The best way to

manage your drivers is by using the
Device Manager as follows: 

Manually Update a Device Driver on Windows

1. On Windows 10/8.1, right-click

1.   In Windows 10, right-click on
Start and choose Computer
Management. In Windows
8.1, press + , clickX

Control Panel, or in Windows
7 click Start > Control Panel,
then on either version click
on Administrative Tools >
Computer Management. 

2.   Click on Shared Folders, then
check the number of client
connections. You can see ex-
actly who is connected by
clicking on Sessions. 
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Use Windows 10 Maps when You are Offline

The Maps App on Windows 10 requires
constant Internet access to download
new data. So what do you do if you

want to view a map for an entire jour-
ney but you’re offline, such as when
using your tablet in the car? It’s easy:

Depending on the option you choose,
Windows will either automatically in-
stall a new device driver, or install a
driver from a file that you specify on
your hard drive. 

You can set the driver to install by
clicking on Browse and then selecting
the driver file to use. 

on Start and open the Device
Manager from the pop-up
menu. On Windows 7, click
on Start > Control Panel >
Device Manager.

2.   Right-click on the device
whose driver you wish to re-
place and select Properties
from the pop-up menu.

3.   Click on the Driver tab, then
click on the Update Driver
button. The driver update
wizard will then launch. 

4.   You will then be presented
with two options:

•   You can choose to search for
updated drivers automatically
by clicking on Search auto-
matically for updated driver
software. 

•    You can select the driver to
install yourself. To do so,

click on Browse my com-
puter for driver software.

To manually install a driver,
click Browse and select the
folder containing it
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Permanently Assign a Drive Letter to a USB Memory Stick

USB flash drives sometimes seem to
have a life of their own. When you
connect the USB stick to your PC, Win-
dows will assign a different drive letter.
The problem usually occurs when you
work with temporary network drives
or several different USB flash drives. 

Windows will allocate the next avail-
able drive letters to the drive when it
is connected. 

However, there is a quick way to fix the
drive letter so that the same letter is
used each time you connect the drive:

download the offline version of the
map using the Maps App. To do so,
proceed as follows:

Another advantage of storing your
maps offline is that they are now dis-
played faster. 

This also means that you can scroll
without having to wait for new sec-
tions of the map to load. 

It’s easy to store maps on your PC

1.  Click on Start > Settings >
Apps, then click on Offline
maps in the left-hand menu.  

2.   Click on + Download maps
and select the continent,
country and region. In the
UK you can choose from four
different regions, or click the
All regions (627 MB) option.

3.   Under Storage location you
then set where you want to
store the maps.

1.  Make sure you are logged
into your computer with an
account that has administra-
tive privileges, then connect
the drive that you want to fix
the letter for.

WA8 18_TN.qxp_August 2018  28/06/2018  13:46  Page 7



Tips & News

The Windows Advisor   August 20188

Windows will remember the drive let-
ter you configure and use it the next
time you connect the drive.

Note: This trick won’t always work
with cheaper USB flash drives because
in order to be able to always set the
same drive letter, Windows reads the
drive’s serial number. Some cheaper
drives don’t have a serial number, so
Windows can’t set the letter.

letter and then select the let-
ter you’d like to use from the
drop-down list. Click OK >
OK to finish.

2.   Press + to open the
run dialogue, then type disk-
mgmt.msc and click on OK.

3.   In the left-hand column un-
der Storage click on Disk
Management, then right-
click on to the drive whose
letter you want to change. In
the pop-up menu, select
Change drive letter and
paths and then in the follow-
ing window click on the
Change button, select the op-
tion Assign following drive

R

Automatic Password-free Logon at Boot Time

If you use your PC in a secure environ-
ment, then you can automate the
logon process. This saves you time en-
tering your password when you want
to log on to your system. You can of
course turn off this setting at any time
you wish. You shouldn’t disable pass-
word protected logons on mobile
devices such as tablets and laptops,
since the danger of the device going

missing and someone else being able
to access your data is too high. 

In order to activate the automated
logon press the + key combi-
nation and type netplwiz into the
Open field and click OK. 

Remove the tick in front of the option
Users must enter a username and pass-
word to use this computer.

R
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