
Optimise Your Google Chrome Settings for 
a Streamlined Browsing Experience

The slow, bloated nature of most web browsers has meant that more and more
people have choosen the fast, lightweight Google Chrome as their default web
browser. 

It has a slim, uncluttered interface, is fast and responsive to use, and complies
with all the latest web standards, so practically any site you visit will load in an
instant. But that doesn't mean that Chrome is perfect out of the box. 

You need to take some time to configure the browser's features to get it working
optimially for your setup. You can use my tips below to easily configure Chrome
for optimal performance and get the most out of the browser.

29

Using the information given in this article you will be able to:

� Set up Google Chrome as your new default web browser,

� Optimise the way you work with Google Chrome and get to know 
the new features,

� Become a Chrome power user with the hidden keyboard shortcuts.
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Configure Google Chrome on Your System 
In order to install Google Chrome, first visit the website
www.google.co.uk/chrome and choose to download and
install the browser. As you work through the wizard
prompts, you will get the chance to make Chrome your
default web browser. If you want to, you can select this
option, but if you want to just evaluate Chrome before you
make the switch, deselect this option. The installation won’t
take long, and once it is complete you’ll need to configure
the browser for your needs. 

The Chrome menu icon (shown as three vertical dots) to the
right-hand side of the address bar gives you access to many
of the functions of Google Chrome. Here you can open a list
of the websites you have previously visited (the history) and
of the files you have previously downloaded, manage your
bookmarks and alter your browser’s configuration: 

Configure
Google Chrome

Set your 
home page

Type address of
the website

Add additional
pages

1.  In order to configure the browser, click on the
Chrome menu icon and select Settings from the
menu that appears.

2.  If you would like to open a specific home page when
you start the browser, find the On start-up section
and select Open a specific page or set of pages.

3.  Click on the Add a new page or Set pages link.

4.  Type in the address of the page or pages that you
would like to open.

5.  Use the Add a new page box to configure each site
you’d like to open, pressing each time.

6.  Click OK to save the changes.

Enter

:
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1.  Click on the Chrome menu icon.

2.  In the menu that appears select Bookmarks >
Import bookmarks and settings.

3.  Select the browser that you would like to import
data from (e.g. Microsoft Internet Explorer).

4.  Tick which items of data you would like to transfer
from your old browser to Chrome.

5.  Confirm the choice by clicking on the Import button.

Import Settings from Your Other Browsers 
Google Chrome allows you to import data stored in other
browsers such as Microsoft Edge. This includes settings,
bookmarks and passwords, and even previous browsing
history. To import data from another browser:

Define the 
data source

Import data

:

Configure which websites you would like to view when
the browser is launched

Configure the
home pages you'd
like to use here
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Get Fast Access to Your Favourite Websites
If you spend a lot of time surfing the Internet, you will often
come across websites that you want to revisit. Using
Chrome’s bookmarking feature, recording and organising
the sites you want to revisit has never been easier.

In order to bookmark a website in Google Chrome, proceed
as follows:

Have your bookmarks (Favorites) disappeared? Then press
the key combination + + to have the bookmark
bar displayed again (it is shown beneath the address bar).

BCtrl

Create
bookmarks for
quick access

Select the name
and folder

Copy your bookmarks and much more

1.  If, for example, you wish to add the current web-
page as a bookmark, click on the star icon to the
right of the Internet address bar.

2.  In the window that opens you can customise the
name of the bookmark and also select a folder to
store it in.

:

Select which
program your
bookmarks and
settings are to be
copied from

Decide on the data
to be imported and
click on Import
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Surf Anonymously with Google Chrome
Google Chrome features a mode called Incognito which
allows you to surf the Internet anonymously, without
leaving traces on your computer. To access it, press +

+ and a new Incognito window will open. Closing
the window will exit Incognito mode.

Once the Incognito window opens, you will see a message
telling you that you are surfing the Web anonymously. In
this mode Google Chrome will not save any information
relating to the websites you visit on your PC. This comes in
handy when you need to search for a present for a family
member, but don’t want them to know what you have
searched for, as no browsing history will be recorded.

N

Add the
bookmark

Hide tracking
data

Save your favourite websites as bookmarks

3.  Add the bookmark by clicking on the Done button.

Ctrl

Save the websites
that you visit most
frequently as
bookmarks
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Translate Pages into English Using 
Google Chrome
Unlike other web browsers, Google Chrome has a built-in
translation tool that will allow you to automatically
translate pages in foreign languages into English. If you
come across a web page that isn’t in English, you can use
this translation feature as follows:

If you find that you have been browsing in normal mode
rather than Incognito but want to delete your browsing
history, press + + , select the history entries
that you’d like to remove and click on the Clear Data button.

Ctrl Del

Use Incognito mode to make sure your PC doesn’t
store any browsing history

1.  As soon as you open a website that is not in English
a button will appear at the top of the page offering
to translate. Click on this button.

:

In this window, the
websites that are
opened will not
leave any traces
behind; no search
history or other
tracks like cookies
will be saved
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Configure the Default Search Engine
In Chrome the address bar also doubles up as the search field.
And, of course, Google is used as the default search engine.

If you would like to change the default search engine,
proceed as follows:

Translations are
good enough 
quality

Have foreign websites translated into English

Simply type your search term into the address bar

2.  The translation will be performed. It might not be
up to the standard of a professional translator, but
it will give you an idea of what the website says.

1.  Click on the Chrome menu icon and select Settings
from the menu that appears.

:

Type your search
terms directly in
the address bar. By
default, Google
search will be used

Chrome will
automatically
translate foreign
websites
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Speed Up Your Browsing with 
Keyboard Shortcuts
The Google Chrome browser can be operated much faster by
using keyboard shortcuts, rather than pointing and clicking
on things using the mouse (especially as many menu items
are hidden). The most important keyboard shortcuts are
listed in the table below (note: Some of these shortcuts may
not work, depending on your Chrome version):
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Type in your
own search
engine

Use keyboard
shortcuts for
speed

2.   If the search engine you would like to use does not
appear in the drop-down menu, click on the Man-
age search engines button.

3.  From the list, select the search engine that you
would like to use. Under Other search engines you
can click Add and type in the web address of a
search engine that is not listed.

4.  Confirm the settings by clicking on the Add button.

Select the
search engine

Set your desired search engine

Google is the default
search engine, but you
can change that here
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Solve Google Chrome Errors
Although Chrome is a very good browser, no software is
completely error free. While Chrome is usually a very stable
browser, you may occasionally come across an error. If you
do, use the steps given in the table below to identify and
repair the problem:

�
�

�
�
Yes  No Test

Error Problem

An error has occurred
during the installation of
Google Chrome.

Error 10

Solutions

Download the program
again and re-install it.
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Error Problem

An error has occurred
during the installation
of Google Chrome.

A plug-in used by the
current page is not
responding or was
closed unexpectedly.

He’s dead, Jim! is
shown if the operating
system has closed the
browser tab due to
insufficient memory.

This error is shown if
Google Chrome has
been closed
unexpectedly.

This message is shown
if a website has
crashed unexpectedly.

Error 13

The following
plug-in has
crashed...

He’s dead, Jim!

Error! Google
Chrome has
crashed

Oh no!

Solutions

It’s possible that the
installation has been blocked
by your antivirus software.
Check your anti-virus to make
sure that it is not configured to
block Google Chrome.

Reload the site to solve 
the problem.

If the site hasn’t been closed 
on purpose, reload it. If the
message appears again, close
the unused tabs or other
programs to free up memory.

You can check whether any
software on your system is
conflicting with Chrome by
typing about:conflicts into the
address bar and pressing

. If you have installed
software that is known to lead
to a Google Chrome crash, then
this will be shown on this page.

If a web page crashes unex-
pectedly, you can simply reload
it. If the message is shown on
every page, check your system
for malware infections using
your anti-virus software.

Enter
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The greatest advantages of Google Chrome compared to the
Internet Explorer and Firefox is the compact program size
and high performance. Additionally, the slimmed-down user
interface makes the browser particularly attractive when
using smaller screens, since there is only a minimal number
of icons shown on the window, and the address bar doubles
up as the search field. 

After a bit of experimentation, you might well find that you
decide to make Chrome your main browser, replacing Firefox
or Internet Explorer. You wouldn’t be alone. Google Chrome
has become the most popular browser worldwide, and
according to many independent analysts it is the most secure.

Search via the
Address bar

Summary

Google Chrome's error messages may look funny but they
can quickly get annoying if you don't deal with them
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