
Solve Problems to Get the Windows 10 Fall Creators Update
on Your PC and Take Advantage of the Best Features

If your computer suddenly re-booted late last year, then displayed a message
telling you that Windows Update was installing software, then you have the latest
Windows 10 Fall Creators Update. 

Unfortunately, as a Windows 10 user, you no longer have any control over Micro-
soft’s update policy. Everything is automatically downloaded and installed in the
background, whether they are small security patches or major updates with new
features. 

That also means there are no obvious controls when an important update isn’t
installed. The great new features in this update do mean that it is worth taking
the time to install the update. In this article I’ll show you the best of the features
the Windows 10 Fall Creators Update has to offer. 

63

Using the information given in this article you will be able to:

� Update your Windows 10 system to version 1709,

� Get more protection using the latest security functions, 

� Immediately access all of the newest Windows 10 features.
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Windows 10: Prepare Your Computer for
the Great Fall Creators Update
Microsoft rolled out the fourth major update to Windows 10,
known as the Fall Creators Update, since late 2017. The
update has the version number 1709, and an internal build
number in the range 16xxx. 1709 means that the update was
rolled out in 2017 (17) and the ninth month (September –
09). It weighs in around 2GB, and can be thought of as the
fourth Service Pack for Windows 10, following the Creators
Update of April 2017. 

I’ve taken a close look at the update and discovered many
changes. The Fall Creators Update contains:

•    Windows Ink: this is Microsoft’s latest technology for
inputting data using a digital pen, allowing you to edit
PDF documents and insert drawings or handwritten notes. 

•    Mobile phones: new tools to easily connect your phone
to your PC. 

•    Photos and videos: you can now insert filters, text, 3D
effects into your images using the Photos App. 

•    OneDrive Files On-Demand: this feature allows you to
access files stored on the OneDrive online storage system
as if they were on your local hard drive. 

•    Games: there is a new Game Mode for gamers which
offers better access to your computer’s processing power.

•    Windows Defender: Windows Defender has been im-
proved on once again and now offers greater protection
against ransomware which is all thanks to intelligent
background functions. 

•    Mixed Reality: coupled with a pair of 3D glasses, you
can explore virtual worlds using this new feature. 

Microsoft’s
latest major
release

New functions
in Windows 10
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How to Find out Which Windows 10
Version is Currently Installed on Your PC  
You can check which update to Windows 10 is installed on
your computer using a built-in tool. Press the + key
combination, type winver and click on OK. Windows will
display a window with the version and build numbers. 

R
The winver
command

Windows 10 Creators Update Latest Features

•    Additional new features: the latest changes to Micro-
soft’s Fluent Design includes transparent effects, a better
organised notification centre, as well as new functions
for Edge and Cortana.

In order to be able to install the Fall Creators Update without
any problem, you need to have already installed the original
Creators Update which was released in April 2017. To do so,
click Start > Settings > Update & security > Windows
Update and click Check for updates to install any that are
missing from your system. 

If the version number is 1709 or higher, the Creators Fall
Update is already installed on your system. Any numbers
below 1709 mean that the update is missing 

Build number
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You can also display the build number directly on your
desktop. This allows you to keep an eye on exactly which
Windows version is installed on your PC. To do so you have
to make a small change in the registry: 

If the Fall Creators Update has been installed on your
system, probably the first thing you will notice is the ‘Fluent
Design’ desktop. 

1.   Press + , type REGEDIT into the Open field
and click OK. 

2.   Next, in the Registry Editor, navigate to the key
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Control Panel\Desktop.

3.   Open the PaintDesktopVersion registry entry. If it
doesn’t exist, right-click on a blank area of the right-
hand window and choose New > DWORD Value. 

4.   Enter 1 into the Value data field and click on OK. 

5.   Close the Registry Editor and re-boot your PC for
the changes to take effect. 

R:

The new desktop design is subtly different 

Changes have 
been made to the
Start menu

Look out for the
new layout
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1.   Click on Start then open Settings. 

2.   Click on Personalisation, then click on the Colours
option on the left. 

3.   Under More options, set the Transparency effects
switch to Off. 

:

New Feature 1: Many Small Improvements
to the Fluent Design Desktop  
Once you’ve installed the Windows 10 Fall Creators Update,
the first thing that you will notice is the new desktop view.
The use of transparency on the interface and larger buttons
were originally developed to make it easier for you to use
your finger or a pen on the screen. However, even if you
have a desktop PC the new interface makes Windows 10
easier to use. 

However, if you don’t like the Fluent Design, you can easily
turn it off:

If you want to remove the transparent effects from the
taskbar, Start menu or Action Centre, then untick the Start,
taskbar and action centre option under Show accent colour
on the following services.  

Modern PCs are great communication tools, and you can often
find yourself sitting in front of your computer and needing
to make a call or send someone an email, your Contacts App
can provide you all of the information you need. In the
updated Windows 10 interface you can access your Contacts
immediately, by clicking the icon on your taskbar. 

You can also now customise the Start menu to change the
size without any restrictions. In the top corner you can

New changes to
the interface

Turn the
transparency
affects off

Access your
contacts from
the taskbar

More custom-
isation options 
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New font in
Windows 10 

Add important
icons to the
desktop

More options in
the Start menu

diagonally drag and enlarge or reduce the size of the menu.
The Action Centre in the bottom right-hand corner of the
taskbar has also been improved. You can configure many
notification messages directly from the Action Centre and
apply changes to your settings directly from there. 

Windows 10 includes a new interface font called Bahnschrift.
Bahnschrift is a so-called variable font in that, unlike a static
font, it can be used for a number of different text styles. 

For example, variable fonts have several degrees of bold,
whereas static fonts include separate versions for bold and
normal type. 

The desktop looks quite empty by default on Windows 10
Fall Creators Update systems. Apart from the Recycle Bin,
there are no other desktop icons to be seen. I recommend
that you configure Windows so that the Computer, User
Files, Network and Control Panel icons are shown. To do so: 

Clicking on the Start button will display the Start menu
above the taskbar. The Start menu gives you access to many
important Windows features, but not many people realise
that Windows 10 gives you lots of control over exactly which
features are included on the menu. You can select which
features are accessible from the Start menu as follows: 

1.   Click on Start then click on Settings. 

2.   Click on the Personalisation icon, then click on
Themes. 

3.   Click on the Desktop icon settings link. 

4.   Tick the options Computer, User Files, Network and
Control Panel.

:
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New Feature 2: Monitor Your Graphics
Card in the New Task Manager
Right-click on a blank area of the taskbar at the bottom of
the screen and select Task Manager from the pop-up menu.
You’ll see a new GPU column where you can see how your
graphics card is being used. 

If you have Apps that made specific use of your graphics
processor, you’ll see the percentage usage of the processor
in this column next to the program name. If this column
isn’t shown, right-click on the CPU column and choose GPU. 

The detailed view in the Task Manager has been updated
and enhanced. The new view allows you to quickly find
which programs are using all of your memory, or which
websites use a lot of processing power to load. 

You can simply close the problem program with a single
click, or even close a browser window for a page that is not
responding without having to close the browser. 

1.   Click on Start and open Settings. 

2.   Click on Personalisation then you need to click on
the Start option. 

3.   Use the switches to configure which items appear
on the Start menu. 

4.   Click on Choose which folders appear on Start and
select which folders are accessible from the Start
menu. 

:

See GPU details
in the Task
Manager

Check the
processes eating
memory
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New Feature 3: Connect Windows 10 
to Your Smartphone
Coupling your smartphone (whether Android or iPhone) to
your Windows 10 PC is much easier with the Fall Creators
Update. You have the following functions at your disposal:

•     Share function: you can send any website that you
have open on your smartphone to your PC using the
Share command. You can decide whether you want the
page to be opened immediately in your PC’s browser,
or whether you want to view it at a later date. If you
choose the immediate option, the website is opened in
your PC’s browser straightway. If you choose the later
option, the website will be added to the notification
area of the Action Centre. 

The Windows Advisor   June 201870

Windows 10 Creators Update Latest FeaturesW 737/8

Connect your
smartphone to
your PC

The Task Manager gives you detailed information
on running Apps

…and can be
closed with a
right-click

Every opened App
is displayed
separately…
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•      If you get an SMS on your smartphone, you can easily
reply to it from your computer. You will get a notifi-
cation in the Action Centre in the right-hand corner of
the screen as soon as your phone receives a text
message. Simply click on the notification to reply to
the message using your PC. 

Microsoft have stated that this are just the initial smartphone
integrations and more will be included in following updates.
This will allow you to edit a document on your smartphone
using the Word App, then continue working on the docu-
ment later on your computer. 

In order to couple your smartphone with your PC, click on
Start and open Settings, then click on the Phone icon. Click
on Add a phone then set your country prefix (+44 for the
UK) then enter your phone number. 

Click on Send. You’ll receive a text message on your phone
which will allow you to download and install the Microsoft
App. Once you’ve installed the App, log in with your Micro-
soft account. This service will only work if you have a
Microsoft account. 
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Additional
functions to
follow

Configure your
mobile phone

Once you have sent your number, you will receive
a link to the App on your smartphone
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cmd.exe

24-bit colour
depth

Copy and paste
is now 

New Feature 4: Colour Added to the
Command Prompt
The black and white command entry interface has annoyed
me ever since the days of MS-DOS, which predates Windows.
In all that time, Microsoft haven’t really taken any steps to
update the interface. Open the Command Prompt by
pressing + , typing cmd and clicking on OK. 

The command prompt now supports 24-bit colour depth,
whereas previously only 256 colours were possible. The
default colours have also been optimised, with the result
that the darker colours are much easier to read. 

However, I have found one negative thing in the Windows 
0 Fall Creators Update: the new colour scheme is only
activated if you installed Windows 10 from scratch. If you
just updated an older version such as Windows 7, the colour
scheme is carried over from your old system – probably just
black and white. 

Fortunately, you can easily activate the colour scheme of
your choice as follows:

The new console options allow you to finally copy and paste
text using the copy-paste commands. This saves you lots of
time, if you want to copy a command you’ve seen in a PDF
article from the Windows Advisor, for example. 

R

1.   Press + , type cmd and click on OK. 

2.   Right-click at the top of the command prompt win-
dow and select Properties from the pop-up menu. 

3.   Untick the option Use legacy console and click OK.  

4.   Re-boot your computer. 

R:

1
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All of the articles we feature in the Windows Advisor are
available in PDF format from the Downloads area of the
Windows Advisor website, www.windowsadvisor.co.uk.

Pressing the + key combination will highlight a
line, and pressing   [Ctrl] + [F] allows you to search. 

In order to activate the copy and paste function, you should
proceed as follows: 

ACtrl

1.   Press + , type cmd and click on OK. 

2.   Next, right-click at the top of the command prompt
window and select Properties from the pop-up
menu. Then follow the steps as below: 

R :

Mark all the options shown in the diagram

+ Ctrl F

Activate all of the
editing options

Activate all of the
text selection
options

Click on OK
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The new 3D
Paint tool

New: Mixed
Reality Viewer

New Feature 5: Goodbye Paint – 
Hello Paint 3D 
The old Paint program has been relegated from the Start
menu and replaced with Paint 3D. Paint 3D has been given
new 3D functionality to allow you to design and edit 3D
images. This allows you to create and customise 3D models.
You can find out more about using Paint 3D in the article
W 733 - Windows 10 Creators Update: 3D Effects.                         

The new Mixed Reality Viewer tool allows you to display
mixed reality content. You can, for example, create mixed
reality content using Paint 3D. You can use the App to insert
drawings and 3D objects that you have created using Paint
3D into a photo, for example. 

If you want to work more intensively with the 3D graphics
using Paint 3D and the Mixed Reality Viewer, I recommend
the website www.Remix3D.com, which contains great
templates that you can copy directly into Paint 3D. 

Get new ideas from the www.Remix3D.com website

Choose a picture…

…and copy it
directly into your
Paint 3D App
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OneDrive files
on demand

Access with a
mouse click

Simple editing 

Security
settings

The files on demand feature allows you to access
your entire OneDrive account

New Feature 6: OneDrive and Windows
Explorer Finally Linked
I never understood why Microsoft took the OneDrive links
out of Windows. It was the perfect way to access the files
I’d saved on OneDrive from Explorer. 

Thankfully, the function is back and is now known as ‘files
on demand’. Now Explorer will show you all the files that
you have stored online using OneDrive. 

If you want to edit a file such as a Word document, right-
click on it and choose Open. If the file has not been down-
loaded to your local system, you’ll see a notification telling
you that it must be downloaded and once it is it will be
opened using Word. 

You can decide which Apps are able to use this feature by
clicking on Start > Settings > Privacy then click Automatic
file downloads. 

OneDrive is
displayed directly
in Explorer 

You can
immediately edit
files in OneDrive
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New Feature 8: Improved Security Features
on Windows 10 
On Windows 10 you can monitor the health of your com-
puter very easily. To do so, click on Start and open Settings.
Click on System then click on About on the left-hand side. 

Mix photos,
videos and 3D
objects

Integrated facial
recognition

Monitor your
computer’s
health 

Make up your own story with Windows Story Remix

New Feature 7: Windows Story Remix to
Create Your Own Photo and Video Shows
The Windows Story Remix App is new in Windows 10. This
tool allows you to edit photos and videos from various
sources to create your own personal multimedia stories.
Windows Story Remix even recognises people and objects in
your photos or videos. You can use the integrated facial
recognition feature to automatically create videos from
different clips. 

The facial recognition feature also works with photos. You
can use it to search for photos of a particular person, object
or animal. It is also possible to add additional objects in
manual mode. 
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Improved folder
protection

The status of your PC’s security features and general
health are shown in the screen. In this example, the
firewall is disabled indicating a problem

W 737/15Windows 10 Creators Update Latest Features

Where you have folders containing particularly sensitive
data, Microsoft has included a new controlled folder access
function on Windows 10. Sensitive folders include the
Windows folder and Programs folder, for example, which are
particularly prone to virus and Trojan attacks. In order to
protect you from such attacks, Windows Defender monitors
your sensitive folders. 

I recommend that you activate this feature for better virus
protection. Proceed as follows to do so: 

1.   Click on Start then click on Settings. 

2.   Click on the Update & security icon, then click on
Windows Defender. 

3.   Click on the Open Windows Defender Security
Centre button. 

4.   Click on Virus & threat protection then on Virus
and threat protection settings. 

5.   Set the Controlled folder access button to On. 

:

All the points
should be marked
safe with a 
green tick
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Improved Edge
browser

Integrated 
ebook reader

Improvments to
Cortana

Summary
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6.   Click on Protected folders and you can see the
folders that are being protected by default. You can
click the + icon to add your own folders. 

7.   Click on Allow an app through controlled folder
access to allow an App to access a protected folder. 

Other New Features in the Fall 
Creators Update
The Edge browser finally has X buttons to close open tabs,
which was missing from previous versions. In Edge you can
also directly import settings and cookies from Google
Chrome. The way you manage your favourites has also been
improved on, and is now displayed in a tree structure. That
makes it much easier to organise your favourites. 

You can also use the Edge browser to read ebooks. Highlight
a passage in your browser and the Cortana personal assistant
can look for information regarding the highlighted text,
using the pop-up menu. You can even leave handwritten
notes on the ebooks. 

Your Cortana personal assistant is even better than before
and offers you suggestions when you need them. You can
even highlight areas on the screen and save them as
reminders for Cortana. Cortana recognises events and saves
them in your calendar. Cortana also understands simple
voice commands such as ‘lock PC’, ‘log off’ as well as
‘shutdown Windows’. 

The Fall Creators Update includes a lot of useful changes. I
recommend you start getting to know them now to help you
get the most out of your Windows 10 system. As such, you
will be best-prepared for the new features and won’t be
overwhelmed by Microsoft’s sudden changes. 
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